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Forever 21 Ball
On 4th March we hosted our Forever 21 Ball at the Glasgow 
Hilton Hotel.  Over 350 guests put on their best outfits to dance 
the night away and raise a huge amount of money.  We were 
delighted to see so many familiar and new faces on the night 
itself.  The evening started with a drinks reception along with a 
foyer flutter before guests were invited through to enjoy their 
meal. After dinner there was the opportunity for guests to 
enter our silent auction, followed by the live auction led by 
the fabulous Ian Boardley. In total just under £67,000 was 
raised and a great evening was had by all. A special thank 
you to our two sponsors on the evening Craig Corporate and 
SEP and a huge thank you to Suzie Cunningham for organising 
the event. 

Contact us 
We would love to hear from 
you. 

T: 0131 442 8840 

E: fundraising@dsscotland.org.
uk 

Riverside House, 502 Gorgie 
Road, Edinburgh, EH11 3AF 

We are delighted to be partnering with Amec Foster 
Wheeler on their Charity of the Year 2017 campaign.  The                
Glasgow team have already raised £2,076 after just 6 months 
and Amec Foster Wheeler have very generously matched 
this achievement by their staff.    
 
Staff have organised a range of fundraising activities            
including bake sales 
and a quiz night. A 
team are also taking 
part in Pedal Scotland
in September.

Thank you to all the 
staff involved.

Amec Foster Wheeler COTY

Your support 
counts 
             
             Welcome to   
             the latest issue   
             of Fundraising 
             Focus.
 
              The last six    
                                      months                                            
have been a hive of activity and I 
can’t believe the fabulous amount 
you have all raised. From the Forever 
21 Ball in March, the Golf Classic 
in April and to the many events                       
organised by you, our supporters, as 
well.  It has been a terrific start to 
the year. 

Awareness week 2017 saw hundreds 
of you hold tea parties and wear 
your odd & whacky socks!  Thank you 
to everyone who took part. 

In this issue we hear from some of 
our fundraisers about what they did 
to raise money for Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland and we hear about the     
impact your support is making.  

I hope you enjoy this issue and on 
behalf of all the Board of Trustees - 
Thank You.

Ian Fraser, Chairman,  
Down’s Syndrome Scotland. 
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What your 
support means 

Forever 21 Ball
On 4th March we hosted our Forever 21 Ball at the Glasgow 
Hilton Hotel.  Over 350 guests put on their best outfits to dance 
the night away and raise a huge amount of money.  We were 
delighted to see so many familiar and new faces on the night 
itself.  The evening started with a drinks reception along with a 
foyer flutter before guests were invited through to enjoy their 
meal. After dinner there was the opportunity for guests to 
enter our silent auction, followed by the live auction led by 
the fabulous Ian Boardley. In total just under £67,000 was 
raised and a great evening was had by all. A special thank 
you to our two sponsors on the evening Craig Corporate and 
SEP and a huge thank you to Suzie Cunningham for organising 
the event. 

We are delighted to be partnering with Amec Foster 
Wheeler on their Charity of the Year 2017 campaign.  The                
Glasgow team have already raised £2,076 after just 6 months 
and Amec Foster Wheeler have very generously matched 
this achievement by their staff.    
 
Staff have organised a range of fundraising activities            
including bake sales 
and a quiz night. A 
team are also taking 
part in Pedal Scotland
in September.

Thank you to all the 
staff involved.

Amec Foster Wheeler COTY

Through the support of our donors, trusts and foundations 
we work across Scotland ensuring families are supported 
through every age and stage of life. 

We first got in touch with Down’s
Syndrome Scotland when our 
youngest was born. Shortly after 
we had a home visit from our
local Family Support Officer,
Sarah, she reassured me and 
made me feel like everything 
was going to be okay.  

Ayla is five now and is doing a 
deferred year at nursery this year. 
I had a few concerns about how she would adjust to a school 
environment. We got back in touch with Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland and they were able to offer us support and advice. A 
Family Support Service Officer was able to come with us to visit 
some schools in our area. It really helped to have someone there 
who was familiar with these schools and knew the right questions 
to ask. This was really helpful for me and helped me feel better 
about the choice we made.  

Laura and Ayla

        We have received support from   
        Down’s Syndrome Scotland since Holly  
        was born  six years ago. 
    
        During that time, the Family Support
         Officers at Down’s Syndrome Scotland  
        have supported our family with issues  
                  regarding Holly’s health, as well as 
        school. Our local Family Support 
        Officer, Morag, has provided training 
to         Holly’s school and together we have 
                  developed strategies to support Holly’s  
        learning. Morag has also helped us 
get Holly involved in activities outside of school like Rainbows and 
dancing. 

All these things have helped us enormously in our every day life as 
well as looking to the future and ensuring that Holly reaches her 
full potential.

Karina and Holly

Your Impact 
in Numbers 

33 
parents and carers 
attened parental 

workshops since April 
2017.   

72 
volunteers engaged 
with Friends Connect 
during the three year 

project.  

418  
members responded 
to our Health Survey, 

sharing their
experiences with

Health professionals. 

41   
training courses 

delivered to 
professionals 

across the 
country.  

Laura Wood

Karina Wilkinson
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 SEE Hydro to Lomond Shores
In June Allan Baxter gathered 
a group of keen cyclists to   
cycle from the SSE Hydro in 
Glasgow to Lomond Shores. 
We spoke to him after the 
event to find out how he got 
on. 

When did you have the idea 
to do the cycle? 
I was at work in Victoria 
Quay and Albert, the site                
supervisor, brought his bike in 
and asked me if I could fix it.  
It was a beautiful, sunny day 
and I thought I need to get 
back into cycling.  The idea 
for the event grew from then 
and by the time I got home 
from work most of it had been 
organised.  I’d phoned 
Down’s Syndrome Scotland, 
called friends and family to 
ask them to get involved and 
had started to plan the route.  
In two hours it went from 
nothing to something quite 
big.

What was your motivation to 
do it? 
Our little boy, Allan, has 
Down’s syndrome and we 
wanted to do something
different and support a 
charity close to our hearts.  In 
the past we’ve fundraised for 
other charities that were close 
to our hearts but this time we 
wanted to support Down’s 
Syndrome Scotland.

Why did you choose to 
organise your own event? 
I’ve been cycling all my life 
and I wanted to do something 
that would bring all of our 
family and friends together.

Can you talk me through the 
process of organising it? 
Once I had the idea formed in 
my head and knew that I had 
a big group of people taking 
part I phoned Down’s 
Syndrome Scotland to let 
them know and got some 
advice on the next steps.  

I then phoned Police 
Scotland and Scottish Canals 
to let them know the event 
was taking place and the 
route we would be taking. 
I got in touch with Lomond 
Shores and organised to have 
a place for the Finish Line. I 
made sure we had an

experienced cyclist at the
front and at the back of the 
cycle we had a first aider and 
I was able to do bike 
maintenance, if needed.

How did the event go on the 
day?
It was a great day!  Even 
the windy day didn’t make 
a difference!  I had kept to 
the back of the cycle in case 
anyone needed help and to 
cycle in at the end and see 
everyone there, it looked so 
well organised, and to see all 
of these people who have 
come together for us and to 
support Down’s Syndrome

Scotland was very special. 

Would you do it again? 
I would do it again no 
problem at all but as my 
partner reminded me - I 
wasn’t the one that had to 
make all the sandwiches for 
everyone!

If you would like to organise 
your own event give us a call 
and we will be happy to help.
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experienced cyclist at the
front and at the back of the 
cycle we had a first aider and 
I was able to do bike 
maintenance, if needed.

How did the event go on the 
day?
It was a great day!  Even 
the windy day didn’t make 
a difference!  I had kept to 
the back of the cycle in case 
anyone needed help and to 
cycle in at the end and see 
everyone there, it looked so 
well organised, and to see all 
of these people who have 
come together for us and to 
support Down’s Syndrome

£3,776  
Raised 

Why not 
organise your 
own event? 

Fancy a challenge 
for 2018? Why not 
organise your own 
cycle, running or 
walking event with a 
group of your friends.  

There are lots of 
different things you 
can do, and you 
really can make it as 
simple or complex as 
you want it to be.

Our Fundraising 
Team are on hand to 
help you in any way 
we can. Call us 
today on 0131 442 
8840 or  email  
fundraising
@dsscotland.org.uk
to receive a          
fundraising pack 
full of ideas and            
inspiration. 

Scotland was very special. 

Would you do it again? 
I would do it again no 
problem at all but as my 
partner reminded me - I 
wasn’t the one that had to 
make all the sandwiches for 
everyone!

If you would like to organise 
your own event give us a call 
and we will be happy to help.
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A massive thank you to everyone who got involved in 
Down’s Syndrome Awareness Week 2017 and helped 
raise over £33,000 towards our work in Scotland.

We were thrilled to see so many people get involved by 
wearing lots of our whacky socks and delighted to see 
everyone embrace our new Tea for 21 concept that 
replaced Do a Dish.  We can’t wait to make Tea for 21 
even bigger and better next year.

The photographs everyone sent in were brilliant and 
enjoyed by everyone in the office.  We didn’t have any 
buildings lit up this year but we do hope that all the press 
activity more than helped to raise awareness of Down’s 
syndrome. 

Once again volunteers came out in force to help us with 
our Tesco bucket collections, which proved once more 
to be a great contribution to the weeks fundraising.

Many schools took part in Lots of Socks this year and 
received a new support pack that focused on 
teaching pupils about inclusion.  We received great 
feedback from the schools and will aim to get even 
more on board next year!

Awareness Week 2018 News
2018 is going to be a big year for us with the World Down 
Syndrome Congress in Glasgow. 

We have a fantastic fundraiser planned that will not only 
raise funds for the Congress but will also act as a launch 
pad for Awareness Week 2018.

So, if you’re a fan of 80’s music and Scottish bands keep 
a special eye on our website for an announcement soon!

Thank you to everyone who got involved. 

Awareness Week 2017 
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T21 Golf Classic

Stuart & Alison Gilbert once again         
hosted their bi-annual T21 Golf Classic 
at the Deerpark Golf Club in Livingston.  
The money raised was shared between                
ourselves and a Trust for their nephew 
Thomas Gilbert who has Ds.  A huge thank 
you to the Gilbert family for organising such 
a great day and raising over £4,400 for DSS.

Kiltwalk 2017

A huge well done 
to all those who 
have taken part in a         
Kiltwalk this year.  Our        
Glasgow team raised 
over £21,000 which is 
truly amazing. Keep 
an eye out for 2018 
dates.   

Annan Football Tournament

Omrik and Paul from Annan along 
with a team of helpers, organised a                 
football tournament. There was a lot of    
community support as people entered 
teams into the competition and donated 
prizes for the raffle. The event was a great 
success and Atwals Convenience Store 
kindly sponsored a buffet for after.

Ladies Afternoon Tea

Our very own Family Support Officer, 
Claire Russell, along with her mum Jacqui,         
organised a gorgeous afternoon tea party 
in Aberdeen for over 90 ladies. The event 
took place in the Caledonian Hotel in      
Aberdeen and each guest was asked to 
bring along a gift for the raffle - a great 
idea!  £1,850 was raised at the event. 

Edinburgh Marathon

13 runners took 
part in the various               
distances during the 
Edinburgh Marathon 
Festival in May.  Well 
done to everyone 
who took part and 
especially those who 
completed the full 
marathon!  

Forth Rail Bridge Abseil

Congratulations to all 
who braved the Forth 
Rail Bridge Abseil in 
May - and good luck 
to those taking part in 
October! Over £7,000 
has been raised so far 
from the abseil - thank 
you to everyone.

Ride the North

173 miles in 2 days!  
Well done to the 
DSS team who took 
part for the first time 
in this phenomenal         
challenge. We hope 
the beautiful scenery 
made up for. Keep an 
eye out for 2018 dates.

Funbox

We would like to say a very special thank 
you to Gary, Kevin & Anya who so kindly 
gave their time freely to put on a special 
Funbox show in aid of DSS. It was a great 
evening meeting all the young (and old) 
pirates and thank you to everyone to 
braved the rain and came along.  You 
helped raise over £4,000 - thank you.

Community Spirit

Doing it for Down’s Syndrome
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Email:  fundraising@dsscotland.org.uk  Call: 0131 442 8840  

A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in Scotland No. 356717, Charity No. SC011012
 Down’s Syndrome Scotland   

Do it for Down’s Syndrome
Realise your potential and help

 others to realise theirs. 
Take part in an event and be part 

of the team raising money for 
Down’s Syndrome Scotland across 

the country.  

Email or call us today to
 receive one of our 
fundraising packs.

Sandfest 2018
18th March  

Join us for a 80’s classic 
spectacular at Glasgow 
Concert hall ahead of 

Down’s Syndrome 
Awareness Week.

Forth Rail 
Bridge Abseil  

May & October

We hope to have more 
places for the Forth Rail 
Bridge Abseil challange 

next year. 
Contact us today to 
register your interest. 

Kiltwalk 2018  
Various Dates Across 

the Country 

With lots of different
 distances and locations 

to choose from, the 
Kiltwalk is the perfect 

challenge to get 
everyone involved in. 
Join our Kiltwalk team 

today! 

Golf Classic 
April 2018

Back by popular 
demand we will be 

holding our second Golf 
Classic event in April 2018.  

Get in touch today to 
register your team! 

Edinburgh 
Marathon Festival  

May 

Fancy a challenge for 2018? 
Why not take part in EMF 2018. 
Contact us today to find out 

more. 

Kelpies Supernova 5K
10th - 12th November

Take on this fantastic 5K route, 
around these gigantic horses 
at dusk. Enter today at www.

superovarun.com. 


