
OUR STATEMENT IN RESPONSE TO SUZANNE TREUSSARD’S COMMENTS IN 
THE DAILY MAIL AND TOM BACHOFNER’S COMMENTS IN THE MIRROR 

17th October 2014 

We have recently been made aware of two prominent press stories covering 
both sides of the abortion debate surrounding Down’s syndrome. 

Written by Suzanne Treussard and published in the Daily Mail on Thursday 9th 
October 2014, the first of these stories describes her decision to have an 
abortion at 15 weeks and 3 days after discovering her child “had Down’s 
syndrome, as well as a host of severe health problems”. Ms Treussard went on 
to describe her decision as “the kindest option”. 

It is unclear at this stage what these other health problems were that informed 
Ms Treussard’s decision in addition to Down’s syndrome. We also understand 
and appreciate her personal experience of children with disabilities as stated in 
the article and believe that it is undoubtedly every woman’s right to make their 
own decision on this very personal matter. 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland (DSS) believes that our role in such situations is 
providing prospective parents with all of the information they need in order to 
make an informed decision, remaining neutral on that decision making process 
and supporting people regardless of the decision they eventually make. Based 
on years of working with people with Down’s syndrome, their families and 
friends, DSS takes the view that proceeding with an abortion in light of 
discovering your child has Down’s syndrome alone would not be “the kindest 
option”. The amazing individuals we deal with every day are testament to this. 

With this story following shortly after Richard Dawkin’s comments on the 
issue, there is much debate in this area at the moment. We would actively 
encourage any prospective parents to contact us to gain a full understanding of 
the condition and the implications. This empowers them to make an informed 
decision based on information about the life people with Down’s syndrome 
can live today. We share with prospective and new parents both the challenges 
and the joys of living with a child with Down’s syndrome.      

This was the approach taken by Karen and Tom Bachofner as covered in a 
piece in The Mirror the following week on Wednesday 15th October 2014. Tom 
talks of his response to discovering his new baby would be born with Down’s 
syndrome, asking very natural questions such as “Could we cope with a baby 



with special needs? What would be their life expectancy? Would they ever be 
independent?” 

Tom goes on to talk of feeling “disturbed” by how heavily the medical staff 
leaned towards the termination route and their supposed lack of information 
on the subject when “they just gave us a ripped piece of paper with a website 
scribbled on it”. 

Nevertheless, Tom and Karen did not consider termination and they now have 
a beautiful little girl called Rosie. It has not been an easy journey though. Rosie 
had to undergo open heart surgery at 6 months, a huge trauma for any parent. 
Tom recalls holding her had after surgery and realising “The fact she had 
Down’s syndrome was insignificant”. 

During Karen’s pregnancy and after Rosie was born, both parents sought out as 
much information as they possibly could. By his own admission, Tom was 
“overwhelmed by my own ignorance of Down’s syndrome” and this is where 
Down’s Syndrome Scotland can help. We are here to ensure prospective 
parents have the support they need and to educate the wider population so 
that others do not feel helpless due to this same “ignorance”. 

People with Down’s syndrome often lead full and rewarding lives with the right 
support. Many people with Down’s syndrome live independently, go to college, 
hold jobs and/or volunteer in their local community. Some can speak more 
than one language and/or play a musical instrument, some have multiple 
awards from the Special Olympics, others with Down’s syndrome are brothers, 
sisters, aunts, uncles, children and friends throughout the UK and the world.  

Down’s Syndrome Scotland strives to ensure all prospective parents are given 
accurate and up to date information. We provide baby packs to all the 
maternity units in Scotland to pass on to new parents. We regularly speak to 
prospective parents during the screening test process about the condition and 
what life might be like today for someone with Down's syndrome. 

If you are a family member or carer of a child or adult with Down’s syndrome 
or a prospective parent and would like more information or support, please 
contact our Family Support Service, click here or phone 0131 313 4225. 

We would encourage everyone to learn more about Down’s syndrome and 
suggest they read our 10 Facts on Down’s syndrome. 

 

http://www.dsscotland.org.uk/families/familysupportservice.htm
http://www.dsscotland.org.uk/Resources/Downs%20Syndrome%20Scotland/PDF%20Files/Fact%20sheet.pdf

