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Media Coverage of Non-Invasive Prenatal Test for Down’s syndrome 
 
 
Further to the Daily Mail article and  the BBC Radio Scotland feature today about the NIPT 

test to screen for Down’s syndrome (in which we offered our Deputy CEO as a 

spokesperson) Down’s Syndrome Scotland would like to issue the following statement of 

our views. 

 

The UK National Screening Committee (UK NSC) recommendations on cfDNA testing are 

that the new blood test known as Non-Invasive Prenatal Testing or NIPT – should be offered 

as part of the screening process for women who choose to go through that process and 

only for those amongst them who are found to have a 1 in 150 chance or greater of having 

a baby with Down’s syndrome, as well as other chromosome conditions, as part of an 

evaluation process. The exact specifications of the evaluation are currently being developed 

and results of this, further reviewed by the UK NSC. 

 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland believes that people with Down’s syndrome can and do lead 
full and rewarding lives. We acknowledge that the offer of pre-natal screening and testing 
for Down’s syndrome is a routine part of antenatal care offered in Scotland. We respect 
parents’ right to making choices about antenatal tests and their outcomes. 
 

 

It is important to recognise that while talks are now ongoing the Scottish Government have 
not yet approved these new recommendations. A Scottish Government spokesperson 
earlier this year said: 

 

“While we are fully committed to ensuring that pregnant women in Scotland have 

access to high quality, safe and effective screening services, there are a number of 

questions about the use of a Non-Invasive Prenatal Test (NIPT) that require further 

examination. No change will be made to the pregnancy screening programme 

without full consideration of the clinical evidence.”  

 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland maintains that decisions regarding screening should not be 

about the cost of the test or the costs of care. We continue to campaign for up to date 

accurate information to be provided in a balanced way by well trained professionals to 

parents both before and during the screening process.  We welcome the potential 

opportunity to work with the Scottish Government on this and will continue to offer to 

support expectant parents who contact the organisation during this time, through our 

family support service. 



- ENDS - 
 

For more information please contact Claire Bothwell 07842 806 067 (Mobile) or email 
Claire@dsscotland.org.uk  

   

Notes 

 Down’s Syndrome Scotland (DSS) provides support for families going through 
screening and those who get a diagnosis of Down’s syndrome. We support 
women and their partners to make the chose that is right for them. 



 We provide ‘all through life’ support nationally to people with Down’s 

syndrome and their families. We work to help people with Down’s syndrome 
reach their full potential whatever this might be. 



 We also work to influence government policy to ensure that the society in which we 

all live reflects the needs of people with Down’s syndrome. 
 

 As an organisation we are very conscious about the language that we use and 
would appreciate if you are mindful of this, our Media Guidelines are available on 
our website for your reference. 
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