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Comment regarding the new stats released about Terminations in Scotland 

The report published today shows that the number of terminations on the grounds of Chromosomal 

Abnormalities have, over the last few years showed an upward trend overall particularly since 2013.  

In 2013 the number of terminations where the baby had Down’s Syndrome also increased 

significantly from 30 the previous year, to 48; since then it appears to have stabilised around this 

figure with the 2016 figure being reported as 46.  

At this time there are no statistics on the number of pregnancies where Down’s syndrome is 

diagnosed during pregnancy, for the corresponding years.  Therefore we are unable to comment on 

whether the overall percentage of expectant parents receiving a confirmed diagnosis and choosing 

to terminate has increased or not.  It could be that there is a link between the roll out of the 

combined test and these numbers published today however without further statistics it is difficult to 

draw accurate conclusions. 

Down’s Syndrome Scotland acknowledges that the offer of pre-natal screening and testing for 

Down’s syndrome is a routine part of antenatal care offered in Scotland. We respect parents’ rights 

to making choices about antenatal tests and their outcomes. However at the time of 

screening/testing, easily understood and up-to-date information SHOULD ALWAYS be provided in a 

balanced way by well trained professionals. This should include:  

 The accuracy of screening/test results and associated risks of further screening/tests;  

 The life prospects of people with Down’s syndrome  

 The impact on families (challenges and joys);  

 The support available both from Down’s Syndrome Scotland and in the community;  

 The offer of informed, broad and non-directive counselling from a suitable specialist.  

 

Our purpose is to ensure that the prenatal screening/testing process informs all potential parents of 

the challenges and joys of having a child with Down’s syndrome. We offer to support expectant 

parents who contact the organisation during this time, through our family support service 

 

-ENDS-   

For more information please contact Claire Bothwell 07842806067(Mobile) or email 

claire@dsscotland.org.uk. 

Note to the Editor:  

 Down’s Syndrome Scotland (DSS) is a parent led charity which was established in 1982. 



 We are the only charity in Scotland dedicated solely to supporting people with Down’s 

syndrome (Ds) and their carers. 

 Down’s Syndrome Scotland provides “all through life” support nationally across Scotland. 

 We work to help people with Down’s syndrome reach their full potential by providing 

information and support to them, their families, carers and professionals at whatever age 

and stage of life.  

 We also work to influence government policy to ensure that the society in which we all live 

reflects the needs of people with Down’s syndrome.  

 As an organisation we are very conscious about the language that we use and would 

appreciate if you are mindful of this. Please do not shorten the term Down’s syndrome to 

‘Down’s’ if you need an abbreviated version use ‘Ds’. Please use person first language, i.e. 

person with Down’s syndrome rather than Down’s syndrome person.   

 

  


