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THANK YOU



Welcome

hat a year!  Thank you to each and every one of you 
who have helped make 2017 Down’s Syndrome 
Scotland’s best year yet.

 W
The support we received last 
year was amazing and I can’t 
thank you all enough.  

Your support has helped us to 
make big plans for 2018
including more ABC Groups, 
more training workshops and a 
more reactive Family Support 
Service. 

Last year our Family Support 
Service Officers visited more 
families than any other year. 
We also saw our first television 
advert hitting the TV sets in 
homes across Scotland. 

www.dsscotland.org.uk    

We hope the success of the ad 
has had a positive impact on 
the way people with Down’s 
syndrome are included in the 
community and that it has 
positively challenged the 
perception that some people 
hold regarding the ability of 
people with Down’s syndrome. 

Your support is helping us make 
that possible – thank you.

We will continue working 
tirelessy to break down the 
barriers that people face and 
ensure that all people with 
Down’s syndrome live in an 
inclusive society. 
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Fundraising

Amazing 
Results from 
our 2017 
Campaigns

Awareness
Week raised
over £37,200

If you have participated in any 
of our events this year or given 
your time freely to volunteer for 
us, or sold raffle tickets on our 
behalf - Thank you. 

Thank you to all our supporters 
for giving your time, support 
and generosity to help Down’s 
Syndrome Scotland.

102 

65  

People attended our 
Funbox concert in July. 

346

72  
kiltwalkers across 
the country. 

7,968

4,560  
miles were walked, 

cycled and ran in aid of 
Down’s Syndrome Scotland . 
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Support 

How your support is 
making an impact

our support is vital to the continuation 
and development of our services that 
help people with Down’s syndrome and 
their families across Scotland. 

Y

Our speech and language 
groups are specially designed to 
support the learning of children 
with Down’s syndrome and 
provide parents with the 
knowledge and skills to
continue the learning at home.
 

ABC Groups  

“For Ellie, the ABC classes have helped increase her 
spoken and signed language and make her speech clearer. For 

me, it has provided strategies for incorporating speech and 
communication into our play at home” - Jane, Ellie’s Mum

“Lewis loves coming to see Katy and his friends at the ABC group. 
His confidence has grown and we have seen improvement in his 

communication, speech and level of concentration. 
We’re so grateful to be a part of the sessions.”- Lisa, Lewis’s mum

Lewis and Ellie have been attending the Glasgow ABC groups 
since they were 2 years old. They are both due to start school in 
August.
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Support 

In 2017 we started working on 
developing our online 
Learning Hub which will be 
available to all of our 
members.

The aim is to provide an easily 
accessible central place for 
people to find information, 
workshop overviews and links 
to other relevant services and 
organisations. 

During the latter half of the 
year, Jo Hughes and Carolyn 
Thornton, our Learning Hub 
development worker, 
visited our branches around 
Scotland to meet with and 
hear from our members and 
friends about what they 
would like to gain from the 
hub. They also sent out
questionnaires for parents, 
carers and siblings to hear as 
many views as possible. We 
have also been liaising with 
other relevant organisations 
to promote links.

During the next few months Jo 
and Carolyn will be busy
creating a test version of the

Developing the 
Learning Hub 

Learning Hub and then will 
take to the road again, for 
focus groups to trial it for 
content and user-friendliness. 

We hope to be able to 
demonstrate our Learning Hub 
by Congress in July this year.

“The aim of the 
Learning Hub is to
 provide an easily 
accessible central 
place for people 

to find information
 and links.” 



Looking to the Future
Our Hopes for 2018 

W: www.dsscotland.org.uk  

T: 0131 442 8840 

E: info@dsscotland.org.uk. 
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Now 2018 is upon us that 
means one thing – the World 
Down Syndrome Congress! 

As we prepare to welcome 
delegates from across the 
World we hope that the 
Congress will bring a lasting 
difference to families in 
Scotland with the 
opportunity to hear from 
international speakers, take 
part in a choice of over 100 
sessions and meet new friends 
from across the globe.

2018 also sees a year in which 
we hope to grow as a charity 
and increase the capacity of 
our core services; Family
Support and ABC. We are 
seeing a growing demand for 
both these services and have

big plans on how to meet the 
need.  We want to bring more 
ABC groups to locations across 
the country and take in to 
account feedback from those 
of you using the service as to 
how we can develop this 
programme to deliver 
maximum benefits to the 
children.

Our Family Support Service is 
seeing an ever increasing need 
for their support in the South 
of Scotland and we hope that 
by investing in this key service 
in the organisation we can 
support even more families 
when and where they need us 
throughout the year.
 

Keep an eye on our website www.dsscotland.org.uk to view our 
progress.

If you would like to find out more 
about us or would like to make 
a donation, this can be done            
either online or by contacting our 
national office:


