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Welcome
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aving just finished my first full year with Down’s 
Syndrome Scotland I am in awe of the difference our  
supporters have made.

H 

Throughout 2016 I have been 
amazed by the support we 
have received. 

Your generosity has helped us 
carry out our vital work in 
offering support to families and 
people with Down’s syndrome.  
We have done this through 
expanding our Parental 
Workshops, both in terms of 
the number of courses we run 
and the locations.  You have 
helped us ensure our Family 
Support Service Officers
continue to be there to offer 
support and guidance.  

“Your support has helped us carry 
out our vital work supporting 
people with Down’s syndrome and 
their families.” 
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Fundraising

Amazing 
Results for 
our 2016 
Campaigns

Your donations have allowed 
us to offer subsidised training to 
education and medical 
professionals.  

Above all else we continue 
to work hard to increase the 
awareness of Down’s 
syndrome in Scotland to help 
ensure people with Ds live in 
communities that are inclusive 
– thank you. 

Awareness
Week raised
over £35,000

If you have participated in any 
of our events this year, been 
one of our amazing raffle ticket 
sellers or volunteered for a 
bucket collection – thank you.  

Thank you to all our 
supporters for giving your time, 
support and generosity to us.
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Support Support 

How your support is 
making an impact

our support is vital to the 
continuation of our services that 
help people with Down’s syndrome 
and their families across Scotland. 
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Ethan started his local mainstream 
primary school in August 2015 and 
his mum, Marcia, was anxious
about how he would find the 
transition from nursery to school. 
Their local Family Support Service
Officer, Morag, linked in with the 
teaching staff at his school.  
Morag gave the teachers some 
Awareness and Inclusion training, 
as well as suggesting some learning 
strategies tailored to help Ethan in 
class. 

Ethan is now doing really well at 
school. One of his pupil support 
assistants is now teaching the whole 
class a new singalong sign every 
week. 

Ethan and Marcia 

“Down’s syndrome 
Scotland have helped 
me so much throughout 
the years, they have 
never let me down.” 

Marcia

Morag has been back to 
the school to deliver a 
Celebrating Diversity 
presentation to the whole 
school, so that they can 
all learn the importance of 
valuing everyone’s 
differences.  

Until recently Ethan also 
attended our Edinburgh 
Achieving Better 
Communication groups.

Friends Connect 
encourages adults with 
Down’s syndrome to meet 
up and get involved in 
groups in their community. 
Our volunteer mentors 
help organise these meet 
ups.   

Cher meets up with her 
volunteer Hannah every 
two weeks, “my favourite
thing is getting to see 
Hannah and doing lots of 
different things”.  

Cher and Hannah 

“I love being a Friends 
Connect volunteer because 
I get to spend time with two 
lovely girls and watching 
their friendship and 
confidence grow is a really 
rewarding way to spend my 
free time.” 

Hannah 



Looking to the Future
Our Hopes for 2017 

W: www.dsscotland.org.uk  

T: 0131 442 8840 

E: info@dsscotland.org.uk. 

         @dsscotland        Down’s Syndrome Scotland 

A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in Scotland No. 356717, Charity No. SC011012

6

As we move forward in to 2017 
our goal does not change, our 
aim is to ensure every child 
born with Down’s syndrome 
reaches their full potential.

We are excited to be only one 
year away from the 2018 World 
Down Syndrome Congress in 
Glasgow. January 2017 sees 
our new Commissioners 
Programme Project Worker join 
the team and one of her first 
tasks will be to work with the 
three lead commissioners to 
finalise trainining and recruit 
the remaining 9 new 
commissioners. 

We were thrilled at the end of 
2016 when we found out our 
application to Children, Young
People & Families Early

Intervention Fund and Adult 
Leaning & Empowering 
Communities Fund had been 
successful for an online 
parental learning hub that 
will be developed over the 
next 2 years.  This project will 
strengthen the support we offer 
parents through our existing 
parental workshop programme 
by delivering online learning 
materials and publications free 
of charge. 

This modular online programme 
will make it easier for parents 
to access vital information and 
support when it suits them. 
The new online programme 
will complement the personal 
support offered by our Family 
Support Service.

Keep an eye on our website www.dsscotland.org.uk to view our 
progress.

If you would like to find out more 
about us or would like to make 
a donation, this can be done            
either online or by contacting our 
national office:


